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Objectives
• The Let Them Play initiative is 

focused on fostering a positive, 
inclusive, and respectful 
environment for youth football in 
Scotland.

• This toolkit provides guidance, 
strategies, and resources to 
support clubs, coaches, parents, 
officials and players.
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Content
• Let Them Play is designed to make youth football 

more enjoyable for players and safer for match 
officials.

• Built into the association’s Player Journey Strategy, 
which nurtures participants “from 5 to 95 years of 
age”.

• The campaigns bring a fresh focus on enjoyment, 
equal opportunities and positive sideline behaviour.

“Let Them Play is about giving young players freedom to 
express themselves, solve problems and fall in love with 
the game.”

 -Andy Gould, Chief Football Officer
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https://www.scottishfa.co.uk/football-development/participation/childrens-youth-football/player-journey/
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Get Involved: Help us Let Them Play
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Sideline Guidelines
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You can help make football the best part of a young person’s day. We 
encourage you to follow the Sideline Guidelines and share them with all 
stakeholders at your club. 
The graphics below are available to download by clicking here.

https://we.tl/t-5DvSz6HFxY


Videos
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Suggested social media copy
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Touchline Behaviour Module
An online learning module has been created to educate coaches, 
parents and participants of the effect that poor behaviour has not just 
on the referees but on players and participants too.

While the course isn’t mandatory, we strongly encourage all 
participants in the grassroots game to take the online course.

You can take the course here:
https://scottishfa.thewhistle.academy/touchline-behaviour-reg-form/
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https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbAbYKb6xCSKGZ0DpG0L
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Checklist
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Technical Areas
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Let Them Ref
We all have a role to champion respect for referees at 
every level of the game. Let Them Ref is the 
complimentary campaign to Let Them Play.

It is aimed at improving behaviour on the sidelines and 
on the pitch, specifically targeting the way in which we 
interact with referees.

As well as the Let Them Play videos and graphics, there 
are assets within this toolkit to support this initiative.

This section of the toolkit provides guidance, strategies, 
and resources to support clubs, coaches, parents and 
players in how to interact with referees and create a 
positive environment for officials. 
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Support for young referees
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Support for young referees
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Referee Liaison Officer
The role of the Referee Liaison Officer (RLO) is to:

• Act as a support for the referee before, during and 
after the match.

• Ensure referee's payment is made.

• Be point of contact for any issues with the teamline 
before commencement of the match.

• Liaise with the referee in relation to player concerns 
and welfare.

• Liaise with the referee in relation to sideline and 
coaching infringements.

• Provide sideline crowd control throughout the match.

• Act as the sideline official during the fixture to 
facilitate control of the sideline.
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